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For our December meeting we were asked to show pictures of some 
of the things we had experienced during the 2021 COVID-19 year. 
We chose to show pictures of three beautiful native gardens that we 
visited during spring. We visited Wartook Gardens 1n the Northern 
Grampians, the garden belonging to Wendy and Neill Marriot in the 
Black Range near Stawell, and the garden belonging to Helen and 
Neville Collier at Bung Bong near Avoca. 
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Each of these gardens cover large areas and are planted and tended 
with great care and deliberate conservation of rare, sometimes very 
rare species. We could have shown many images but selected a few 
from each garden. 


At Wartook Gardens, belonging to Jeanne and Royce Raleigh we 
chose the Southern Cross plant (Xanthosia rotundifolia), Bundled- 
leaf dampiera (Dampiera fasciculata), Comber’s Pink (Olearia 
phloggapappa), Sandpaper wattle (Acacia denticulosa), some nice 
varieties and colours of leschenaultia and some beds of pink WA 
Rodanthe daisies (see page 1) 


Southern Cross plant (Yanthosia rotundifolia) 


Sa ae | ~ en ee 
i - —_— 2 
. 4 


- : = — rn 
a a7 a = - 
nl We a : yw . - , 5 Zz 
\ H - 
, uss j ; . . j r “, 
4 . he i 


7 a’ - - ' 
' «ag or a : ; 
‘ i. " ed 
“ , be " ry nF 
- , BD y : : 2 . # ! : 
' ~*~ | " 
_ : 
. = 


a a > ae nf 


Bundled-leaf dampiera (Dampiera fasciculata) 
pi 


We were fortunate to stay at Grampians Grevillea Cottage built by 
Wendy and Neil. Neil has particularly specialised 1n some very rare 
erevilleas but has areas of mallee, hakeas, ground covers, orchids 
and many other plants. We showed pictures of some that particularly 
appealed. 
Helen and Neville, like Wendy and Neil were badly burnt by bush- 
fires about 12 or 14 years ago but you would not notice this without 
attention from proud owners. Helen comes up with ideas for land- 
scaping, paving, “rooms’’, a large dam and sculptures which Neville 
then creatively constructs. 
Some of the pictures shown were Verticordia (WA feather flowers), 
stunning grevilleas, callistemons, and winding paths through masses 
of colourful plantings. 

Claire Dalman 
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Silver Princess Eucalyptus caesia 


From the minutes of December’s meeting: 
New Members ! 
At the November committee meeting, the committee voted to accept 


the FNCB membership application of the Darby family. Rosalie, 
Roger and John — please make them welcome at future meetings and 
excursions. 


Les presented a number of stunning photos of fungi he had encoun- 
tered mostly around Kooweingeborra over the rather long 2021 sea- 
son. Species included Flame fungus Clavulinopsis sulcate, Violet 
Coral Clavulinopsis zollengeri, Emperor Cortinar Cortinarius arch- 
eri, Elegant blue Webcap, Cortinarius rotundisporus, Green Skin- 
head, Cortinarius austrvenulta, White Jelly fungus (usually the first 
fungus to colonise fallen logs), and a Morel. 


Below: 
The Green Skin-head is one of the webcaps. The cap colour varies 
from emerald to olive green. The gills are lemon yellow or greenish 
yellow when immature and yellow brown when older. Once this spe- 
cies was called Green Goblins. 
The Violet Coral Clavulinopsis zollengeri is a multi-branched violet 
or pink-lilac with a white spore print growing on soil. 

Les Hanrahan 


Show and Tell Reports 


Val — Sparrow Ground and Sandy Banks Reserves, Canadian Sep to 
Nov 2021 

Golden moths Diuris lanceolata, Pink Bells, Beard Heath, Slender 
Pimelea, Tall Grasstrees, twining Fringe-lily, Salmon, Blue spotted, 
and plain blue sun-orchids, Onion orchids, native peas, milkmaids, 
triggers, button everlasting, Podolobium, Gompholobium, Grey ever- 
lasting, plus Olive-backed Oriole and Kookaburras resting 1n a tree 
hollow. 


John G. 5 cold, wet and windy days in the Grampians including My 
William, the highest peak of the Park. £. baxteri, Brown Stringybark, 
Grevillea alpina (Grampians form) which have hariles flowers, un- 
like the local variety, G. aquifolium Holly-leave Grevillea, Dillwynia 
areodoxa with very large flowers, Pultenaea subalpine Rosy Bush- 
pea - this is found in both the Mt William and the Serra Ranges in 
very rocky areas. Boronia liposa, hairy Boronia, Calytrix tetragona 
Common Fringe-myrtle, Urticularia grampiana Fairies Aprons, 
Kunzea parviflora Violet Kunzea including a white form. Silverband 
falls had plenty of water flowing over it at this time. 


John P Visited Koala Park in Creswick to look for the rare local 
Grevillea micrantha along the Davis Water Race. John’s photos 
showed the significant difference in vegetation cover of this race 
compared with Eaton’s Water Race. The grassy cover of Davis W.R. 
is helping maintain the small population of G. micrantha, at least for 
now. John also showed plants at other Water Races including 

D. pardalinum at Longs Race, Daviesia platyphylla, flat-leaved 
Daviesia and Pomaderris rugosa Crinkle-leaf Pomaderris along 
Wun Yee and Wolfe’s Water Races. 

FNCB 1s 1n process of nominating Creswick Alluvial Goldfields to 
be placed on the State Heritage Register. 


STOP PRESS! 


Our February meeting is a Members’ Images night - with the focus 
on Lake Wendouree. Also, note that the meeting will be conducted 
via Zoom to allow as many members to attend as possible in a 
COVID-sate way. Look out for the link a couple of days before the 


meeting. 

Please limit your set of images to 4 or 5. Send files to Graeme Lunt 
or be prepared to take over the screen for your part. 

Thanks! 


My Members’ Images presentation in December was entitled 
“Wetland Wanderings’. Over the year, amid Covid restrictions, I 
spent time at Mullawallah Wetland, Lake Wendouree and the North 
Gardens Wetland, concentrating on bird photography with the aid of 
a 200mm-500mm lens. 

Mullawallah was flooding on the west side after a wet season, with 
frogs in full voice and the Sacred Kingfisher making the most of the 
feast on offer. White and Straw-necked Ibis, a preening Blue-billed 
Duck and Grey Teal family were good to watch while sibling Grey 
Shrike-thrushes serenaded me along the spit. 


In the North Gardens 
the Nankeen Night 
Heron (below) was 
frequently present in 
the same spot during 
early March and was 
confident enough for 
clear observation. 
Superb Fairy-wrens, 
Eastern Spinebills and 
Reed Warblers 
rewarded every stroll. 


In Lake Wendouree, the Rakal1 
regularly appeared in Fairyland, 
enabling me to add to my archive 
of this species’ behaviour — how- 
/ever, when one individual left the 
water to approach my feet and 
place its front feet on my boot and 
make eye contact, the camera was 
ms much too near to be able to focus! 
Our Rakali are becoming 
increasingly confident. 


Carol Hall 


Excerpts from meeting held Dec 2, 2021 

Business Arising from Previous Club Meeting on October I, 2021 

Organised to meet on site with Irene Cassetari from DELWP 
to learn more about DELWP’s proposed research into the ef- 
fect of varying fire regimes on Grevillea bedggoodiana. This 
was attended by E. Noble and J. Gregurke. 

* The committee was delegated to discuss the kind offer from 
the Mornington Peninsula FNC to take their spot and host the 
SEANA Spring Camp in 2022 after Covid 19 restrictions 
forced us to cancel the camp this October. After much 
discussion, the committee voted to decline the offer and B. 
Elder contacted the Mornington FNC to advise them of this 
decision. FNCB will wait until 2024 for the next turn to host a 


SEANA camp. 
Treasurer's Report 
Opening bal: $10249.82 Income $ 253.00 
Expenses $ 2034.80 Closing bal: $8468.02 


K. Elder also presented a summary of SEANA Income/Expenditure, 
mostly being registrations and then refunds. 3 people donated their 
registration to FNCB, there was a small amount of postage costs 
which has left FNCB with a small profit of $107.60. 


General Business 

Pop-up Wildflower Trail at Woowookarung RP, October 17-24 — J. 
Gregurke reported that the walk had been well attended. Signs were 
installed for the walk — how many read the signs 1s unknown. Many 
100s attended. A counter was installed to collect visitor data. Some 
FNCB members attended for a mid week excursion on Oct 19. 


Enfield Grevillea Research — J. Gregurke outlined some more infor- 
mation regarding the planned research into how fire affects G. 
bedggoodiana. There 1s a planned burn scheduled for the area. 4 
pairs of plots have been established 10m x 20m. Next week volun- 
teers will look at the 8 plots and count every grevillea. There needs 
to be at least 30 plants in the plot or a new plot will be selected and 
set up. Each plot will have a different treatment prior to the fire go- 
ing through. 

Over the next 10 years monitoring will be done to see how the gre- 
villea recovers. Note was made that current FNCB members in the 
room may not be around in 10 years to participate! 

A. Arnold reported that the Phascogale monitoring in Hepburn has 
been going for 21 years and that long term studies can succeed even 
if the personnel change over time. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Flight of the Budgerigar: An illustrated history by Penny Olsen 
NLA Publishing, 2021. 251 pages with index and notes. 
More entertaining reading for all field naturalists, but particularly for 
“birdos”’. Dr. Penny Olsen will be familiar to bird enthusiasts, having 
written many informative books on a variety of natural science sub- 
jects. Renowned Australian aviculturalist Neville Cayley 1s quoted in 
the book (p.161): 
As the cult of the budgerigar is general, not only in Australia 
but throughout the world... it is doubtful if any other bird, 
animal, or flower from Australia is better known than this 
dainty and charming little feathered ambassador. 
This book is dedicated to probably the best known Australian bird, 
the budgerigar. It is a comprehensive social history of the world’s 
most popular pet bird and tell its story from Dreaming to the present. 
After describing the wild bird’s habitat in Central Australia and their 
abilities to survive in that harsh environment, the author goes on 
with the history of our 
plucky little hero first 
seen by George Shaw in SR 
1805, and later described, ~ 
collected and illustrated 
by John Gould and wife 
Elizabeth in the 1840s 
(see right). 
As soon as the budgie 
arrived in England 
(mainly via Gould), its 
popularity was meteoric. 


Olsen relates encounters 
over the years with 
luminaries such as Prince 
Albert and then Queen 
Victoria, Thomas Huxley, 
Owen Stanley, Stalin, 
Churchill, and JFK. All of 
these were either budgie 
owners or admirers. Many other not-so-famous names associated 
with the growth in popularity of the budgie are mentioned as are 
their contributions to importing, breeding or popularising the bird. 


There are stories about the growth in budgie-mania throughout the 
continent in the nineteenth century and later across the world from 
South Africa to Japan to the US. And of course, Tony Abbot gets a 
mention. There are plenty of tales about the bird’s exploits during 
the wars, between the wars and after WWII when it really got serious 
in terms of breeding, competition and entertainment, and even in 
laboratories. 

The rise of Budgerigar Societies all over the econ fihastrutes just 
how widespread our most famous bird has become. It is well-known 
for its surprising colour variations, for its chattering and friendly, 
endearing character and for its ability to mimic human speech. 

The text 1s lavishly illustrated with hundreds of photos and 
facsimiles from journals and newspapers as well as short special 
topics throughout (such as the tale of ‘Sparkie Williams’, a record- 
breaking bird listed in the Guiness Book of Records). 

Thoroughly recommended. 


Bill Elder 


BUDGERIGAR 


AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 


Spectacular summer sunset 


Our March meeting is the AGM. This is another call for members 
to come forward and serve your club by joining the committee. 
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We need to continue facing the difficult times as COVID continues 
to make us wary of public gatherings and the like. We certainly don’t 
want to be the cause of anyone getting sick, or worse, and we respect 
everyone’s right to choose not to attend face-to-face meetings. 

The committee needs people who are committed to Field Nats and 
who want to see us grow in the right direction. You don’t need any 
particular skills, just be willing to contribute to discussions on a 
range of topics and be decisive and enthusiastic about the outcomes. 
Please consider helping in this way. It will enhance your personal 
experience as a club member and the experience of others. 


Most meetings are held via Zoom to be as safe as possible. 
Contact Secretary, Emily to arrange a nomination form for you. 
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set over Lake Wendouree 
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Thanks to our photo-wizard Carol Hall for providing this gem. 


Southern Grampians Volcanic Trail Draft Master Plan 
The Shire of Southern Grampians has embarked on a new plan to 


develop high-quality visitor experiences. There is untapped potential 
in many sites of natural and cultural within the shire, including places 


we have visited as a club in recent years such as Wannon Falls. 

The draft master plan “proposes a wide range of activities and engag- 
ing interpretive content that will appeal to local, interstate and inter- 
national visitors.” 

The important part of this plan is public consultation, so here is your 
opportunity to get involved. Head to the 


Shire’s webpage and click on the “Have ae: 
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Your Say” link to find out more. You can f 
download or view the master plan and . om 
your can fill in a survey about the plan. Southern Grampians 


Every little bit helps and it means that SHIRE COUNCIL 


next time we visit the area, there will be 
better facilities to use plus, signage to add to our knowledge and 
tracks to help us appreciate the waterfalls, flora, fauna, caves and 


Iture. 
culture 1] 


Excursions and Meetings in 2022 - For your Diary! 


Feb 4 Friday: Club meeting 7.30pm via Zoom (link to be sent prior) 
Members’ Images - theme 1s “Lake Wendouree”’. 


See page 5 for additional information 


Feb 6 Sunday: Excursion to Victoria Park in search of the illusive 
Matted Flax-lily, then on to Lake Wendouree gardens, wetlands, etc. 
Meet in Elm Ave on the western side of the Park, just opposite Care- 
taker’s Drive. 

Later, meet at the southern end of North Gardens Wetlands to 
explore the Wetlands, then the western edge of the Lake. 

Leaders: Emily Noble & John Gregurke. 


Mar 4 Friday: Annual General Meeting including election of office 
bearers for 2022. Usually a members’ Images night, we hope to have 
a guest speaker instead - To Be Confirmed. 


Mar 6 Sunday: Excursion also To Be Confirmed 


We continue to abide by current COVID rules and restrictions. 
Please note that you must be fully-vaccinated when taking part in 
face-to-face club activities. 

If you are not well or are suffering any flu-like symptoms, please stay 
at home to minimise the risk to others. 


Committee 
President Bill Elder 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Andy Arnold 
Bernadette Cheesman 
Val Hocking 
Graeme Lunt 
John Petheram 
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Email: Secretary:- Emily Noble 
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Members will be kept informed of any restrictions as needed. 
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